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  One-Room Schools


Search Terms 

(Use for computer searches)

· “one-room schools”

· “rural schools”

· “country schools”

· “one-teacher schools”

Subject Headings

(Use in card catalogs and print indexes)

· Rural schools

· Education, Rural

Call Number

· 370 (Dewey Decimal)

· 372 (Dewey Decimal)

· LD7501.C87613  (Library of Congress) 

Indexes and Abstracts

· EBSCOhost
· First Search
· Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature
Library catalogs

· Your local library catalog
· SILO - State-wide catalog
· World Cat - World-wide Catalog
March 2011
This pathfinder will be useful in finding information about 
one-room schools. Also known as country schools or rural schools and, on government forms, one-teacher schools, this system was the backbone of education in this country for a long time and there are still high quality, active one-room schools. 
NOTE: There are many, many books and articles about a particular person’s memories or a particular school. I’ve focused on those with more general information.

For an introduction to the topic, see:

· America's Country Schools by Andrew Gulliford (3rd edition May 1996)  This is the book to begin the study of one-room or country schools with their history and their existence today. 
Resources

 FORMDROPDOWN 

· One-Room School by Raymond Bial (1999)  A photo book with both historic and modern images of one-room schools with descriptions of their history as it takes you through a typical school day.

· School Women of the Prairies and Plains by Mary Hurlbut Cordier (1998)  This text focuses on the teachers, especially the young girl teachers and what their lives were like.
· Amish Education in the United States and Canada by Mark Dewalt (2006)  This text describes the Amish one-room school today and compares it with historic American one-room schools.
· One-Room Schools of the Middle West by Wayne E. Fuller (1994)  This illustrated history tells the story of the one-room school and its influence on American education.
· One-Room School at Squabble Hollow by Rosmarie Hausherr (1988)  A photo book plus that shows a day in the life of a one-room school in northern Vermont which has been functioning for over 100 years.
· American One-Room Schoolhouse by Henry J. Kauffman (1997)  Going from his personal experience to national history, chapters include the Amish one-room schoolhouse, the schoolteacher, school books, teaching apparatus, desks and chairs, and rules and regulations.
· Iowa’s Country Schools by William Sherman [ed.] (1998)  Background on Iowa’s country schools with a short history of schools in each county.

· Requiem for the Little Red Schoolhouse by Gerald J. Stout (1987) Discussion of their history, organization, teachers, pupils, subjects taught and learned, textbooks, and consolidation.
· Call School by Paul Theobald (1995)  Besides generally talking about the history of the      one-room school, this book also focuses on school consolidation, both what it meant to one-room schools then and what it means today. 

· Small Wonder: The Little Red Schoolhouse in History and Memory by Jonathan Zimmerman (2009) Drawing on a rich range of sources, from firsthand accounts to poems, songs, and films, Jonathan Zimmerman traces the evolution of attitudes toward the little red schoolhouse from the late nineteenth century to the present day.
 FORMDROPDOWN 

· One-Room Schoolhouse Center  This webpage contains a very well organized   bibliography on one-room schools, maintained by the Johnstown-Monroe Local School District .
http://oneroomschoolhousecenter.weebly.com 
· One-Room Schools: Michigan’s Educational Legacy - This exhibit is divided into           five sections. The first four explore the teachers and their education, the experiences of the students, a typical day in a one-room school, and the buildings themselves. The last section,    a bibliography, includes an extensive listing of one-room school textbooks that are found within the Clarke Library.  
http://clarke.cmich.edu/resource_tab/information_and_exhibits/one_room_schools/one_room_schools_index.html 
 FORMDROPDOWN 

· Country School Association of America - The Country School Association of America’s (CSAA) mission is to foster a deeper understanding and appreciation of the country     schooling experience. An annual conference brings together individuals (museum staff, volunteers, teachers/faculty/students, preservationists, historians, interested citizens, and  active one-room school teachers) to exchange ideas and resources. They also maintain a blog and YouTube channel with links from the website. 
www.countryschoolassociation.org
· Preservation Iowa - A preservation group interested in several areas including one-room schools. They host a yearly workshop for those involved in one-room school museums and other interested people. 
 www.iowapreservation.org
· One-Room School Listserv – This list is the official listserv of the CSAA (see above), but you don’t have to join the organization to sign up for the listserv. Preview it by going to this webpage:   
groups.yahoo.com/group/oneroom
· University of Northern Iowa – In addition to the books on the list this links to, they also  have a collection of one-room school oral histories.
 www.uni.edu/museum/mcs/resources.html
· Blackwell Museum at Northern Illinois University - A museum and archive dedicated to the history of education and teaching. They have a special focus on one-room schools. www.cedu.niu.edu/blackwell
** You can evaluate other resources using criteria at: www.THEpathfinderproject.org/evaluate.html **
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